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Kahn's approach to sunlight
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Hermeneutical framework
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Form and Design
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Sunlight and  “The Good” in Plato
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Visible World Intelligible World

The Sun The Good

Source of growth and light which gives visibility to | Source of reality and truth which gives
objects of sense and the power of seeing to the eye. | intelligibility to objects of thought and the power of
knowing to the mind.

The faculty of sight. The faculty of knowledge

Visible World Intelligible World

The Sun The Good

INluminates spaces within Kahn's buildings | [lluminates Forms rendering their natures
rendering their shapes visible to the eye. mntelligible to the mind.
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The experience of relating to religious architecture, if it is to be numinous, involves
making unexpected and intellectually engaging connections with the past. How else could
an of f—form concrete sanctuary, designed for a progressive group of Unitarian Christians,

and of relatively squat proportions, be described by Kahn as ‘very Gothic’ ?
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